
Law & 
Order UK

Where does the evidence take 
us? Let’s find out...



CONTENTS OF THE CRIMES
Here’s the evidence we’ll discover: 
1. A History of British Murder
2. Gendered Geographies; British Noir
3. Detective Fiction, Crime Drama, and Complicated Women
4. LGBTQ in British Detective Fiction and Crime Dramas
5. The Justice System in the UK
6. Gender, Ethnicity, and War
7. Crime & Punishment
8. Race in British Mysteries and Crime Dramas
9. Gendered Geographies: The Village Cozy
10.Social Class in British Detective Fiction and Crime 

Drama
11.Disability in British Detective Fiction and Crime Drama



A 
History 
of British 
Murder



FACTS:

BOOK
The Five
-Hallie Rubenhold



Canonical Five
01

02

03
04

Mary Ann 
Nichols

Annie 
Champan

Elizabeth 
Stride

Catherine 
Eddowes

05

Mary Jane 
Kelly



Mary Ann (Polly) Nichols

● Born 26 August 1845
● Middle-child to a 

locksmith/blacksmith
● Mother died at a young age
● Married when she was 18 to 

William Nichols (Printer’s 
Machinist)

● Had five children
● Separated from William 

after he had an affair 
with a widowed neighbor

-

Victim 
Overview



How does the presentation 
differ from a Jack the Ripper 
tour?

The Five worked to passionately 
condemn the misogyny Jack the Ripper 
victims have been held in for over a 
century. Finally, an engrossing group 
biography of Victorian womanhood, 
blighted by poverty and powerless 
against casual and constant abuse has 
been told. 

Each student presented on each of the 
canonical five, providing factual 
information about each woman, removing 
the lies of prostitution and chosen 
homlessness. 



Concerns around a 
single-sex lense

Thoughts:

What a wonderful way to start 
the term! The Five as well as 
the discussion around 
storytelling through a 
feminist lense really does 
change the delivery of story. 
I’ve known of Jack the Ripper 
for fifteen or so years but 
never knew the story of the 
five women. After learning 
about these women, I realised 
that so many murders or crimes 
are written through the male 
lense which oftentimes glorify 
murder or objectify women and 
their bodies. 



Gendered 
Geographies; 
British Noir



● Bleak 
landscape

● Strong women -
flawed yet 
sympathetic, 
complicated yet 
engaging. 

● Dark side of 
modernity

● Foreboding 
Landscape

● Trouble in 
paradise

British 
Noir?



Hidden tries very hard to 
emulate those popular Scandi-
noir programmes that we’ve 
become so accustomed to over 
the years – those incessantly 
dark, brooding and glum drama 
series that feature bodies 

being discovered by bridges or 
bodies of water, leading to a 

slow and drawn out 
investigation headed up by the 

main character who has to 
battle their own demons 
throughout the show. 

British Noir



What better setting for a crime drama! The 
feeling of darkness around every corner mixed 
with a feeling of innocence but suspicion. 
Are these people really this kind? 
Something's too good to be true...

Cardiff!!!



I’m really glad that we watched a 
film, set in Cardiff. To be able to 
see a setting then travel to it offers 
such an amazing experience! Why can’t 
all educational experiences happen 
this way? 

While the idea of a castle is great, 
seeing a castle nestled into a modern 
city if fascinating. It really does 
create the perfect setting for a 
murder!



Cardiff was interestingly VERY white. There was little diversity 
which creates this whitewashed image that the community is 
“untainted.” With that, there is a clear affinity for whiteness. 
When crime greets the community, it must be from an outsider, 
right? 

This was a wonderful week to begin understanding the importance of 
setting and how it plays a crucial role in the tone of a story. 
Oftentimes when we read books, we don’t realize images are being 
mentally created, making the story feel more real. If settings 
weren’t included, could we imagine ourselves in the story?

Summary 



Detective Fiction, 
Crime Drama, & 

Complicated Women



- Her gender is always visible
- While they resist gender norms, yet 

they must contend with expectations & 
femininity, womanhood & motherhood.

- Usually they are self-destructive, make 
bad choices, and have conflicted roles 
& relationships.

- If written by a male, the women are 
usually crazy

- Are bad mother for wanting it all
- That they should navigate outside 

of female expectations.

What makes a complicated woman?



What a frustrating portrayal of 
women!

These portrays seem to 
limit the abilities of 
women. It makes it hard 
to soo a woman as more 
than a menace. 

OFFENSIVE
The portrayals of 
“complicated women” 
seems severely 
offensive.

SINGLE STORY
Women are so much more than 
this portrayal! It’s as if 

women are all crazy and lack 
moral values or sanity. 

LIMITING SURVIVAL
While difficult to 

read, these portrayals 
represent how women are 

treated outside of 
crime dramas.



I loved Vera! She’s not 
nipped and tucked, younger 
or defined as “pretty” in 
tv standards. She doesn’t 
rely on lipstick and a 
skirt to define her. 
Outside of her work ethic 
and unique ability to 
investigate, we love her 
because she’s uniquely 
her. I’d much rather watch 
a complicated women any 
day over the 
oversexualized female 
investigator we normally 
see!

Vera



When we started this week, I was annoyed at the term and 
visualization of a “troublesome woman.” I read of the portrayals 
i’m familiar with but never questioned. We knowingly watch these 
films and read books where women are troublesome because they 
don’t adhere to the standards imposed on them by men. 

Luckily, watching Vera allowed me to see how this can also be 
beneficial. Vera went against the grain an refused to be what 
others wanted. She is unapologetically her and it’s amazing! This 
week was a reminder that sometimes there’s greater depth to ideas 
that are oftentimes read as negative. Again, the strategic order 
of topics this week was executed perfectly!

Summary 



LGBTQ in British 
Detective Fiction & 

Crime Dramas



Wait… is this written 
by a lesbain?



Lesbian Author!
It felt natural!Finally, a story about a 

queer person. It’s 
insanely refreshing to 
read about a queer 
relationship and it not be 
oversexualized or made 
into a freakish thing.

While Frances and Lillian 
are discrete in their 

relationship, the 
progression of their 

relationship felt natural. 

The Paying
Guests



Royal Vauxhall Tavern

The Royal Vauxhall was such a unique and enjoyable 
tavern. I’ve never really enjoyed gay bars because it 
feels like more of a pickup spot rather than a place for 
like-minded people to gather. Uniqueness is often 
frowned upon and “too gay.”

The Royal Vauxhall is the complete opposite. It’s a 
place where uniqueness is the foundation of the quaint 
tavern. No two people are the same, and the diverse 
talents offered by the queer people who perform shows is 
a reminder that being queer is being special. It opens 
one's eyes to what our abilities are if we remove the 
fear of judgement and truly embrace our authenticity. 
This was truly a life-changing experience for those 
willing leave their comfort at the door. 



The Justice System 
in the UK



Do crime dramas help us 
believe that there is 

true justice?

LINE OF DUTY

What is 
(in)Justice

Social Justice

Is social justice and 
justice the same thing?



OLD BAILEY

CRIME JUSTICE PUNISHMENT
What a unique experience! At first, the, I felt as if I had stepped out of a 
time machine. The barristers all wore wigs and black gowns. Interestingly, 
the conversations between the suspect and the barrister seemed less 
aggressive than attornies in the U.S. This was not what I expected court to 
look like. 



What a week! Attending a court case in the Old Bailey was such a 
unique experience. The court system in the UK seems as if it’s 
designed quite differently. Criminal court in the US looks more 
like a spectacle as to where the case we sat in on seemed more 
like conversation that leads to answers to evidence. 

Another take away from this week that has me thinking is about 
whether justice is equal. Through our class conversations, I 
realize that we all define (in)just differently. Each of us come 
from a different background which brings different experiences and 
beliefs. Our experiences help define what this means to us. How do 
we have equal justice if it means something different to each of 
us?

Summary 



Gender, Ethnicity, 
and War



Skeleton Road
Historical events really help create a 
narrative for a book! Using the Balkan Wars as 
a backstory really helps create an image that 
would be very difficult to do if not used. 

Skeleton Road helped me better understand the 
emotions tied to the tragic events that 
happened during the Balkan Wars. Especially 
considering I’d never heard of them prior.



—Alan Turing

“Sometimes it is the people 
no one can imagine anything 
of who do the things no one 
can imagine.”

BLETCHLEY PARK



BLETCHLEY PARK

Seeing Bletchley Park, 
again, set 

mood for War themed cri
me. While 

Bletchley Park housed s
ome of 

smartest contributors t
o WWII, the 

cryptic setting allows 
one to feel 

as if they’re in a secr
etive crime 

drama, always looking o
ver one's 

shoulder. 

Though I did feel a bit
 uneducated 

as you can see in the b
ottom photo



THE BLETCHLEY CIRCLE

This was probably one of my 
favorite shows we watched during 
the term. While never recognized, 
these five women proved their 
existence through unexpecting 
contributions. 

We all love when the good guy wins, 
but I think I’m learning to like 
women proving men wrong in their 
abilities!



As a person who’s been to war three times, I expected to fully 
understand this setting. To my surprise, it wasn’t about what 
conditions were like on the battlefield, but about ramifications 
of war and the aftermath of not acknowledging women’s 
contributions to the efforts or the anger that remains after the 
white flag has risen. 

As seen in Skeleton Road, emotions remain long after the war ends. 
We assume that the lives lost were in theater but sometimes, 
people tied to the war end up losing their life. War and crime are 
very much intertwined, resulting in amazing stories that add to 
the wartime experiences.  

Summary 



Crime & Punishment



TOWER OF 
LONDON



The Tower of London was a 
fantastic example of Crime & 
Punishment! 

Though, I’d argue that some of the 
forms of punishment were acts of 
crime. Regardless, punishment in 
the Tower is unlike anything I’ve 
ever seen. 



This week, I was better able to understand the development of 
crime and punishment in the UK and the evolution up to the 21st 
century. The nature and process of change, including patterns of 
change, trends and turning points and the factors the encourage 
changes over the years. Both the attitudes of society as well as 
individual and institutional views changed which gives us a better 
understanding of how the Church and government are forced to 
evolve along with society. 

While the takeaways from this week are a bit different than the 
others, it’s important to acknowledge these changes as they 
influence “acceptable” behavior as we evolve. 

Summary 



Race in British 
Mysteries and Crime 

Dramas



Race
Can we tell the race of an author by the way the 
write?

While white authors often portray race as 
problematic, how do authors of color portray race? 
Are non-white races more victimized because of a 
different understanding of race and the impacts is 
has on other?

In One Way Out, we see race at play throughout the 
entire story. Instead of race being portrayed as a 
problem, race wasn’t an issue. It was extremely 
refreshing to see race through a different lense 
for once. 



One Way Out was my favorite book this term. Not only was the story 
intense, but I really enjoyed the way race was portrayed 
differently than I’m used to. As an American veteran, I’ve been 
told to believe that Muslim people are dangerous and pose a threat 
to national security. Reading a story like this if not only 
refreshing but it also reaffirms that fact that Muslim people are 
like everyone else. They pose no greater threat than a neighbor. 

It also has taught me the importance of reading books by diverse 
authors. It’s important for there to be diversity in writing but 
we have a responsibility to choose our books with diversity in 
mind. We learn more than we expect when we broaden the opinions we 
listen to. 

Summary 



Gendered Geographies: 
The Village Cozy



The Village 
Cozy

Is murder 
possible in a 
setting like 
this???



After learning of the 
Village Cozy, I began questioning all the assumptions I’d made 
about the safety of a small town.

If I were to w
rite a 

crime novel, i
t’d 

definitely be 
in an 

academic setti
ng! It’s 

one of the lea
st 

suspicious spa
ces filled 

with the most 
naive.  



This week, we discussed the settings that seem the most safe. 
Universities, small cozy towns, and even clergy. While writing 
stories in these types of settings can be shocking to the people 
reading them, it can be disturbing knowing that actual crimes do 
happen in these places but are rarely discussed as it questions 
the safety of our communities. 

This same week, I watched a Netflix film called “Spotlight.” It is 
a film that follows The Boston Globe’s “Spotlight” team, the 
oldest continuously operating newspaper investigative journalist 
unit in the US, and its investigation into cases of widespread and 
systemic child abuse in teh Boston area by numerous Roman Catholic 
priests. Why is this story shocking? Because the crimes were 
committed by people who are often most-trusted in their 
communities. 

Summary 



Feminist Crime Drama



Feminism in Crime
While I love when a person 
gets back at their 
dishonest significant 
other, why does she still 
seem in the wrong? She 
more than a woman scorned… 



Honestly, not because a 
woman is grading this 
assignment, but I’m very 
partial to feminist crime 
drams. I’d be fine being 
one of the only men in the 
world as, I too, am 
exhausted with toxic 
masculinity. It just makes 
more sense to have women 
leading the world, right?



Wrapping up the term, I’ve learned a vast amount of information 
that gives greater insight to life viewed through the male lens, 
white lens, and heteroxsexual lens. The course has helps me 
realize that the way we tell stories is received differently 
depending on the person reading it. If we try, we can sometimes 
learn more about the writer by the way they talk about gender, 
race, social class, and even setting. 

Feminist crime dramas are not only refreshing, they redefine crime 
and punishment. They recreate what “normal” and what’s acceptable. 
I’ve begun watching films and reading books without knowing the 
gender of the writer, as a challenge to see which they might 
identify as. Of five films and two books, i’ve not guessed wrong, 
yet. 

Summary 


