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History of Murder in Britain



Excursion to Whitechapel

Policing used to be relegated to community 
policing. Instances of murder and violence 
existed, however, they were not widley known 
about. With the introduction of the printing 
press and an increase in literacy among the 
general population, suddenly more people 
who were digesting information about crimes 
that were occuring. Press coverage allowed 
people to become invested in the these stories 
of violence and control narratives of what was 
happening, often for some sort of political 
gain, or to create scapegoats for societal 
failure. Often these negative narratives would 
be to denigrate women and people of color. In 
many ways, our obsession with crime, murder, 
and gore showcases the dark underbelly of 
humanity.

The Limehouse Golem perfectly showcases the 
dangers of the sensationalization of violence 
while at the same time is subversive of 
traditional narratives as it stresses the trauma

The purpose of our excursion to 
Whitechapel was to visit the murder sites 
of the victims of Jack the Ripper and tell 
the story of the women who were subject 
to his violence. Jack the Ripper was 
sensationalized and created a massive 
media frenzy and a romaniticization of the 
murder. However, we called out the 
violence and misogyny with which these 
murders were carried out with, and instead 
focused on the victims: Mary Ann, Annie, 
Elisabeth, Catherine, and Mary Jane.

Sensenationalization of Murder
of the main character. Yet, she relishes in 
the fact that she became famous because 
of her crimes and the violence that she 
committed. But we see the ways in which 
our obsession with “who dunnit” can 
distract us from the implications of the 
violence we are witnesses to. 



Excursion: Whitechapel

Street A
rt on t

he Street 

where E
lisabeth

 Stride w
as 

murdere
d.

Too often when we discuss serial killers, we focus 
on the men who commit heinous violence against 
women's bodies, and rarely do we focus on the 
stories of the women. Their violent ends ought not 
be glorified, or romanticized. The picture on the 
right showcases the importance of memorializing 
and honoring the women who happened to find 
themselves in the way of Jack, a man who wanted 
to harm women based on the fact that they were 
women. Street art such as this helps us remember 
those who were harmed and takes away power 
from traditional hegemonic narratives and 
sensationalization of male serial killers. 



Excursion: Whitechapel

Ten Bells: A Pub where all Jack the 

Ripper’s victims would be seen

Similarly, our patriarchal society infiltrates our thinking 
in ways that allow men to get away with violence and 
blame women for their trauma and any violence that is 
done onto their bodies. On the left, there is a photo of a 
pub in which all five victims would frequent. Many of 
the women were suffering with substance abuse, they 
were accused of being prostitutes, resulting in many 
narratives that in essence would stress that these women 
deserved what was coming to them due to their low 
class behavior. They were considered “fallen women” 
the worst thing they could be at the time. Yet all these 
women needed was a better support system. 
  



Gendered Geographies and 
Nordic Noir

‘‘It was a dark and stormy night’’



Excursion: Cardiff, Wales
The Brecon Beacons is the perfect example of what a 
gendered geography might be referring to: a space, a 
landscape that can reflect how power operates. This area 
in particular can create a feeling of mystery and awe. While 
beautiful, it can also make us feel uneasy, it is easily a 
foreboding landscape. In some ways, it can reflect the 
scenery shown in the show Hidden, in which there is 
rushing water and dark trees, utilizing geography to reflect 
social issues and the dark nature of human nature. 

In the case of this photo, the water is eerily still, and similar 
to notions of a “Village Cozy” (Discussed in section 9), it 
almost stimulates the narrative of having everything seem 
perfect, until something like murder or violence disrupts 
the beauty and perfection of the area. It contributes to the 
classic narrative of there being “trouble in paradise.”



Excursion: Cardiff, Wales
This is a photo of Cardiff Castle. We 
happened to go on a beautiful day, 
which greatly contradicted the 
traditional notions of Nordic noir and 
the common phrase that comes with it: 
It was a dark and stormy night. 
Regardless, this would be a perfect 
location in which a Nordic noir story 
could take place. In modern times, we 
regard representations of monarchy 
with high esteem, despite its long 
history of domination and power 
dynamics. In placing something in a 
landscape such as this, we might be 
able to engage with political narratives 
of the histories of class and power 
present with ideas of monarchy.  



Gendered Geographies: A Summary
When looking at crime dramas, whether through visual media or written, it is important to look at 
the potential ways in which the geography can metaphorically represent issues that the popular 
media we are consuming is trying to address. Landscape is often described in feminine terms, 
using phrases such as “mother nature” for example, in which men come to find ways to dominate 
the physical terrain and commit violence against the beauty of the geographically feminine. In 
understanding the physical space in which we are occupying, both in the fictional stories that we 
consume, and also the spaces we occupy in our quotidian lives, we can potentially problematize 
hegemonic presence of white patriarchy. 

Landscapes and settings are often political, people are frequently displaced and made to sever 
their relationship with the spaces they occupy. This is rampant within spaces occupied by queer 
people and people of color. Gay and lesbian bars, for example, are places in which people can 
enact agency, however, these spaces of often scrutinized and forced to shut down, or are 
attempted to be made unpolitical by those in power. However in understanding space as 
sociopolitical, we can use it as a metaphor to critique societal pitfalls and to reflect on current 
systems of power



Detective Fiction and 
Complicated Women



Problematizing Mainstream Detective Fiction 

In detective fiction, whiteness and 
maleness is the default, it is always 
assumed. It is important to have 
stories that put women and other 
minority groups at the forefront. 
We need to analyze the popular 
media that we absorb with a 
feminist and intersectional lens and 
be critical of the ways that gender, 
race, class, sexuality, disability, 
and more are at play. How is 
power being exerted, how is it 
being subverted? Who has power 
and who is power taken away 
from. How can we disrupt these 
systems of hegemony within the 
political sphere of pop culture? 

Feminism and 
Intersectionality

Women in detective fiction are 
often represented in ways that 
underscore the fact that women 
have agency. They are often seen 
breaking rules, both social norms 
and also institution norms in order 
to solve crimes. Some are depicted 
as being mothers and having lives 
outside of their work, others are 
glued to their work. Regardless, 
the simple presence of women in 
this genre is disruptive because the 
characters have to rely on different 
methodology and navigate the 
realm of policing and other 
institutions differently compared to 
their white male counterparts.

Representation of 
Women

Regardless of the disruption to 
mainstream narratives that the 
presence of women in these stories 
have, sometimes stories fall back 
onto stereotypes that further 
promulgate potentially harmful 
narratives. Gender is something 
that is always visible when it 
comes to non-maleness. As a 
result, they are still expected to 
carry out the duties inherently 
associated with womanhood and 
femininity, such as motherhood. 
As a result, they are seen as 
complicated and complex because 
they end up being multifaceted due 
to this double bind. 

The Complicated 
Woman



Complicated Women and 
Gender in Crime Dramas
This notions of the complicated woman is represented within the 
novel Talking to the Dead by Harry Bingham. The main character 
DC Fiona Griffiths has some questionable methods in order to 
figure out who is behind the murders of a mother and daughter.  
However, at the same time she is trying to grapple with what 
happened in her past and her struggles with mental illness. She is 
made complicated by her intersectional identity as a woman and as 
someone with mental illness, in a way that almost allows for the 
justification of her questionable methods to get information and 
solve the mystery. One way in which we can use feminism to 
further analyze this book and is to understand that it was written by 
a man. As a result, the way in which he writes about his main 
character is very much with the male gaze and guesses as to what 
the “female” experience looks like.



Complicated Woman and Feminism: An Analysis
We are far from a post-gender world, and yet so much of detective fiction that includes women at 
the epicenter of its narrative presumes as if gender does not affect the ways in which they 
navigate a plethora of institutions. However, it does. Especially since policing exists as a white, 
man dominated space, and this is reflected in much of the detective fiction that is out there. It is 
nice to watch these shows and think of them as mindless, or numbing, and that there is no 
responsibility to tackle difficult topics like sexism and misogyny. However, it is important to 
reflect the realities that women and other marginalized groups face in their everyday lives. At the 
very least, popular culture has the potential to spark conversations about difficult subject matter. 
We don't do ourselves justice by leaving out the important implications of gender in stories. 
Ignoring issues of gender, race, and more promotes the notion of progress that has not necessarily 
happened. The simple fact of representation within media does not necessarily address the 
political issues that comes with certain identities. As with race, sometimes it can promote 
stereotypes. The idea of the “complicated woman” presents the idea that women cannot exist 
without the expectations of patriarchy. While we do not want women to seem simple, and perhaps 
demure as a result, we do need to ask why it is that simple men are allowed to exist in these 
stories, but not simple women. 



LGBTQ+ Representations in 
British Crime Drama



LGBTQ+ Representation

Further pushes narratives that 
everyone who is queer is hypersexual 

and enjoys sex and as a result, is 
predatory

Relegates queerness to a sidekick 
character. Accessories to, usually, a 

white woman

The Gay Best Friend

May promotes associate queerness 
with badness. Stereotypes lesbians as 

crazy

Killer/ Psycho Lesbians

While an important issue to discuss, 
relegates AIDS to a “gay disease” 

Tragic AIDS Story

Promotes the notion that all Butch 
lesbians are trying to turn straight 
girls into lesbians

The Predatory Butch

Promiscuous Queer Folk
Potentially promotes notions 
that asexual people are sexually 
repressed in some way, or that 
they are not enjoying sex is 
wrong in some way. 

Villianous Asexual

Similarly to representations of women, LGBTQ+ representation can be a source of liberation or  
fall back on stereotypes that benefit heteronormative narratives.



LGBTQ+ Identity in Pop Culture: An Analysis 
and Overview

The presence of LGBTQ+ characters within detective fiction is inherently political. While 
helping to normalize queerness in the mainstream, it also allows for discourses surrounding 
sexuality and grapples with the consequences of a heterosexist, homophobic society. As a result, 
detective fiction that centers around queer characters is inherently a story of liberation because 
the characters often have to jump over obstacles much as misogyny and homophobia in order to 
find their version of justice. Disorder and chaos is created by murder, however a return to the 
status quo is not usually the goal in these queer detective fictions. A return to the status quo 
would mean that there are no real changes to the systems of power that inhibit the characters in 
some way. 

We see this play out in The Paying Guests by Sarah Waters, in which the queer identity of the 
main two chracters is vital to the story line and the reason behind their crimes. Queer stories 
allow for political discourses around issues that are prevalent within their communities that may 
not be well known to others, or talk about similar issues to highlight bigger societal failings. It 
allows a space for talking about trauma, violence, power, and love.  



Excursion: Royal Vauxhall 
Tavern
This was one of my favorite places that I was able to visit while in 
London. It was a very welcoming and open environment in which 
queer individuals are able to come together and not hide their 
identity. LGBTQ+ representation is vital in our society. Moreover, 
having spaces in which LBGTQ+ individuals can come together is 
also important. One thing I have really been reflecting on 
throughout this journey abroad is this idea of space and gendered 
geographies. I have come to be more aware of the ways in which I 
take up space and also the ways I am sometimes deprived of it.  
This was one place where I felt at liberty to take up space and 
where I felt like I was allowed to take up space. 

Royal Vauxhall Tavern: Historic 
LBGTQ+ Space



This is a photo of a performance that I found particularly amusing 
that night. I appreciated the confidence with which they 
performed and the way that there was no judgement among the 
crowd. When reflecting on this performance, and the others this 
night, I came to realize that these performances may not have 
been accepted in a non-queer space. I remember I was able to talk 
to the person in this photo after the performances were over, 
after they have taken off the costume and all of the makeup, and 
we praised them for their performance. They said in response that 
they appreciated our comments and that they hope that they can 
show other people to be comfortable in their own skin and to take 
risks and do what it is you love. As a result, I hope that one day we 
are able to see more representation of people like this within 
mainstream pop culture. 

Performances at Royal 
Vauxhall Tavern

Performer at Royal Vauxhall 
Tavern at Cabaret 



UK Justice System

CriME?



UK v.s. US Justice System
The idea of “justice” and what that looks like is vastly different in 
the UK compared to the US. The US system of justice heavily relies 
on a set of laws and norms laid out in the Constitution, a document 
of this sort is lacking in the UK. The UK does not take everything to 
court, they will only do so if there is sufficient evidence for  a 
conviction and if there is public interest and there are random 
juries. Most importantly, they all wear wigs in court! 

The system of justice and law is made up of seven 
institutions/roles: the police, crown prosecutors, magistrates, 
judges, defense lawyers, probation officers, and prison officers.



The concept of justice is one that is difficult to describe an could 
look different depending on what one is talking about. We are 
conditioned to believe that justice is something that ought to 
always be done through the hands of institutions such as law and 
the police. However, what does justice look like when you have 
consistently been let down or denigrated by those very systems. 
Communities of color, LBGTQ+ people, people with disabilities, 
and so many more have historically been discriminated against by 
these institutions or harmed by them in some capacity. It is a 
valuable question to ask if it is fair to ask these communities to rely 
on these systems in order to achieve justice. In some ways it is 
trying to appeal to the very system that is the source of their 
second class citizenship.

What is Justice?



Excursion: Old Bailey
Old Bailey is a criminal courthouse in London. Trials are running 
in this building nearly every day and are completely open to the 
public for viewing of the trial process. In trying to understand 
how it is that the UK system functions, I was able to sit in and 
listen to a criminal trial that was taking place. Sitting in the 
public gallery felt like I was a part of a movie, watching the 
dramatic reveal unfold as pressure was building up. In some 
respects, it felt like I was back on mock trial, just a really good 
one. Stuck with a complex murder case involving drugs and 
getaway cars, I couldn’t help but feel like it was not real, it felt 
like it was a made up story for our amusement. But it was a 
good reminder that this is real life and that murder mysteries 
are not just something that exists for our entertainment. It was 
a good reminder about the dangers of the sensationalization of 
murder. A good reminder that there are real lives out there that 
are lost, real stories, real pain. 



Race and UK Justice: An Analysis
In the aftermath of the Black Lives Matter movement in 2020 and tense racial politics that are still 
playing out in the United States, it is difficult to not apply the same concepts of American racial 
politics onto the rest of the world. It is important to remember that the UK does have a vastly 
different set of racial politics, thought just because it is different does not make it better. The UK 
still has its set of implicit racism lurking within its social institutions, even that of policing. When 
observing popular culture, especially a genre like detective fiction, we need to analyze the ways 
that race, especially when intersected with gender, complicates certain narratives. I frequently 
caught myself wondering whether or not I was further contributing to systems of power by 
watching TV shows that stereotype racial groups as villainous, or that utilize police violence in 
order to catch the bad guy. 

We must be critical of the police brutality that we see in the crime fiction that we watch. While it 
can be thrilling as an audience, because we want there to be justice and have the perp be caught, 
we still need to ask ourselves if we are becoming too numb to this kind of violence. It is all too 
possible that media and stories such as these are convincing an entire populace that police 
violence is a given and necessary. In this way, those with power are dangerously controlling a 
narrative that allows for violence of this kind to continue without reform or thought, completely 
carte blanche. 



Gender, Ethnicity and War

HOmiCIde



War is disruptive and traumatic 
for all parties involved. We all 
form ideas as to which side is in 
the right, but at the end of the 
day there are real people who 
get caught in the politics of it all. 
Women are often caught up in 
these politics, and their bodies 
become a separate field where 
violence is enacted. 



Ethnic Conflict and Violence
Politics of Ethnicity and How it 

Differs from Race Politics
The Skeleton Road does a great job 
exploring the complexities of war, 
ethnic conflict, and the danger of a 
single story. Every character engages 
in behavior that they see as justified. 
People kill because of trauma and 
injustice done to them, their family, 
their ethnic group. The issue of justice 
and who is right and wrong in the 
context of war is brought to the 
forefront and forces the audience to 
consider the fragility of war and 
conflict. 

The idea of ethnic conflict in places like Europe are 
foreign and confusing to the average American, 
because we see all these people as simply “white.” 
In America, a common identity is formed around 
whiteness, people forego ideas of ethnicity and 
trade it in for the privileges of whiteness. 

Political theory of democracy, a national identity 
that is greater than ethnicity must be formed. 
However, in places like the Balkans, there is 
hundreds of years of history that has formed 
divisions. Especially when forced to form one 
common identity, people are resistant to it. This lack 
of a common identity is evident in the ethnic 
conflict of the Balkan Wars. 

The Skeleton Road



Excursion: Bletchley Park

The machine that cracked 
Enigma! 

I was really excited to go visit Bletchley Park, especially after 
learning the rich history of it and the important role that queer 
people and women had in being able to crack Enigma. While we 
all know the history now, the lengths that the government went to 
keep it hidden showcases the ways that women's contributions are  
frequently erased from mainstream narratives of history. Women 
played such an essential role in the world wars, and in war in 
general. I was glad that the park highlighted people like Alan 
Turing, but I do think they needed more representation of the 
women who were also helping to decode messages. 

I am, however, inspired by Alan Turing and his contributions. I 
was saddened to hear about his suicide and the conditions that lead 
to it. It shows how even if people are valued for what they 
contribute to society, they can still be ostracized after they have 
served their purpose. I felt honored to walk among the place where 
history occurred, but I couldn’t help but feel like while there was 
tribute to Turing, that the very institution that praises him, made it 
illegal for him to love who he wanted to love. 



Summary
For the entire history of humanity, people have fought and gone to war for many things: 
land, resources, differences in ethnicity, class struggles, and so much more. In some 
respects, it can feel like war is an inherent part of the human experience, but these conflicts 
have consequences and affect real people. Women’s bodies have frequently been used as a 
tool to upon which to enact violence and hatred. The result of the Yugoslavic wars 
prohibited the use of systemic rape as a tool of war as a result of the burtal trauma that 
women faced during these wars. Since war is so frequently regarded as a masculine concept, 
one of male aggression and frustration, the contributions and effects that it has on women 
and other gender minorities are often ignored. We may form opinions on which side is right, 
and sometimes we are convinced that those who experience trauma and violence as a result 
deserve it. However, civilians are not at fault. I am not sure that we should promote the 
notion that some of these people who are caught up in conflicts deserve to be killed or to be 
traumatized. 



Crime and Punishment



Overview
Foucault states in his analysis of modern day prison culture that we have seen a shift regarding 
what we think punishment ought to be for those who are considered deviant and commit crimes. In 
theory, the past is filled with “public spectacles” in which the public is thirsty to witness justice 
and punishment against the culprit be enacted in real time. This led to public hangings, death by 
fire squad, etc. However, now we punish people with jail time, with being pushed away from the 
public eye, isolating them both physically and socially. Many people now experience a sort of 
social death that makes it difficult to be rehabilitated and integrate back into society following, 
prison time. As opposed to punishing the physical body, we now punish the mind. 

Taking this into consideration, it is easy to see why it is there was a proliferation of detective and 
crime fiction. As with the sensationalization of murder and punishment, there is a part of us that 
enjoys watching these stories of violence unfold. The sadistic part of human nature wants to see 
those who have done wrong, who have been deemed deviant, who have been deemed immoral get 
punished. Once again, however, we have to be careful when praising violence that is used in 
detective fiction, to ensure that we are not contributing to systems of power and hegemony. It is 
important to ask what the ultimate goal is with punishment and whether it is truly ethical in the 
grand scheme of things. 



Excursion: Tower 
of London The Tower of London was an interesting 

place to visit as a historical landscape, but 
even more so when considering its long 
history as a prison and place where 
torture often took place. In some ways, I 
walked around and considered the very 
real possibility that it was haunted. The 
dichotomy between the grim reality as a 
place of torture but also the place where 
the crown jewels are was a bit striking. In 
many ways, this was a reminder of a time 
in which punishment was still a public 
spectacle, a place where punishment was 
enacted upon the physical body. 

Tower of London from afar



While not entirely visible in this photo, 
the building on the right hand side is 
where the prison and place of torture 
was. It was very eerie going down and 
seeing all of the devices of torture as a 
form of entertainment. It felt wrong in 
some respects to take photos down 
there, it was much to macabre. It 
highlighted how notions of physical 
violence, torture, and murder are things 
that we as humans are fascinated by and 
can often senseationalize. The Tower of 
London, in its own way found a way to 
sensationalize the violence that occurred 
within its walls once upon a time. 

Place of tourture in the right hand 
side, from the outside.



Race in British Crime Dramas



Disruptions to the Status 
Quo
Just as the presence of women and queer folk is in 
itself disruptive to the mainstream narratives written in 
the field of detective fiction, so to is the presence of 
people of color. Having people of color navigate and 
overwhelmingly white and racist institution of policing 
is important to help breakdown these systems and 
address the real issues that are present within the 
system. Of course, this requires that an 
acknowledgement of race within the narrative. If a 
show fails to acknowledge the ways race affects the 
characters ability to navigate  complex institutions, 
then it is operating with a post-racial mindset. This is 
harmful because it disregards the difficulties that 
intersectional identity comes with. 

Mcdonald & Dodds showcases the subtle 
and impactful ways that the effects of 
race and gender can have when 
navigating the realm of policing. It 
highlights the difficulties Mcdonald’s 
faces as a result of her intersectional 
identity in her line of work. 



Don’t Shy Away from 
Discourses About Race
One Way Out is an excellent example of a story 
that  talks  about community specific issues in 
accordance with race, ethnicity, and religion. It is 
disruptive in the way that it is not shy when 
talking about the politics of whiteness and the 
threat that has on communities of color, but also 
about the tensions that are present within British 
Asian communities. It is a story that does not 
ignore the race of the main characters, it does not 
dismiss the struggles that their specific 
intersectional identity comes with. It explicitly 
details the ways that they have to navigate the 
realm of policing differently compared to their 
white counterparts. 



Summary: Myth of a Post-Racial World
While the simple inclusion of diverse characters within pop culture is important, it is not 
everything. Often times, TV shows, movies, and books will include people of color and operate on 
the assumption that we live in a post-racial world. This promotes the false, teleological idea of 
progress, and diminishes the real life struggles that communities of color still face to this day. 
Popular culture is a very important informal political tool that can generate discourse around 
difficult issues that marginalized communities deal with on a day to day basis. Popular culture can 
often be the impetus for creating change within people’s minds. It is important to showcase all 
facets of the lives of people of color, not just the stereotypes we have been feed by those with 
power. Showcasing what real life looks like includes looking at not just the good, but the bad and 
the ugly as well. It is important to understand and highlight the “minor key sensibilities” as 
Richard Iton would say, to show love and compassion in these communities and also the racism 
and discrimination that they face. There are still so many beautiful stories that are waiting to be 
written that are able to address systems of oppression that the characters have to navigate while 
still talking about joy and kindness, things that are often not associated with communities of color. 
When the time comes, I will be ready to engage with this type of content. 



The Village Cozy



What is a Cozy?

Cozy’s refer to a type of detective 
fiction that is almost a “feel good” 
story. Typically they are place in 
idyllic settings, in small 
communities,  away from the big 
cities. The murders that take place 
are usually relatively bloodless. The 
villains are always caught at the end 
and punished in some way. 

Definition

Academic Mystery: allows for a 
tranquil campus environment to be 
disrupted with murder. And allows for 
an amatur, academic sleuth to use 
their skills to solve the mystery. 

Clergy Mystery: Church and religion in 
general is an idyllic place because it 
inherently looks at things like good 
and evil. 

Variations

● Small Town/ Neighborhood 
(Cotswolds)

● In a college or university 
(Oxford or Cambridge)

● Beach Town

● In a church community

Potential Settings



Excursion: 
Oxford Oxford presents itself as the perfect 

place for a cozy detective fiction story. In 
fact, many of the cozies that would fall 
under the academic mystery category 
take place in Oxford. As I walked around, 
it was easy to see why it is the perfect 
setting. All of the buildings, while distinct, 
were similar in color and style, it's a small 
community that has common goals and 
interests. Oxford has been used as a set 
for so many movies, including Harry 
Potter! The feel of the area is cinematic 
and charming. Christ Church in Oxford



Does this place feel familiar? It is the 
place where Tessa falls to her death in 
The Skeleton Road. It is always nice to be 
able to see and know the places that the 
stories you are reading or watching take 
place. While reading you can try and 
visualize in your head, but it is not the 
same as actually know what the author is 
referring to. I found myself doing that as I 
was watching the movies and TV shows 
that I liked knowing the areas where they 
take place in. It changes the relationship 
you have with the story and the setting. It 
allows you a better perspective and 
allows you to further analyze location, 
privilege, and social position within the 
story.

A perfe
ct, uns

uspect
ing 

place t
o commit murder? 



Summary: Can cozy’s be radical?
Many stories that fall under the category of “cozy” mystery requires a well knit community that 
experiences a sort of disorder caused by a bloodless murder and end with a return to order. These 
communities are often homogenous in some ways and often operate in a sort of post-racial, 
post-gender assumption that ignores the realities that marginalized members of these communities 
might face. Diversity may be included, but is often there for comedic relief, it is a stereotypical 
representation, or their differences are completely ignored. This is most visibly seen in Agatha 
Raisin and the Quiche of Death in which there is a Black background character used for comedic 
relief, the main characters friend is stereotypically gay, and their differences are never addressed. 
It is never questioned why there are only two diverse characters. In reality, it is likely that in an 
“idealic, white utopic” setting such as the ones utilized in cozy mysteries, that identities such as 
queerness, gender, race, and ethnicity would be ostracized and denigrated. The purpose of a cozy 
is to be “feel good” media, stories that are easily digestible. As a result, it is difficult to know 
weather this subgenre of detective fiction is able to truly address systems of oppression. If its goal 
is to maintain a status quo of “utopia for white people” by the end of the story, then it is not doing 
active work to change the system. It is important to note that this does not have to be the goal of a 
story in order for it to be a good story, but it is an important question to consider. 



Feminist Crime Dramas



Why Feminist Detective 
Fiction? 
While the presence of women in main roles within 
detective fiction is disruptive, this does not necessarily 
make it feminist. It is still possible for these stories in 
which women are the main characters to operate 
through the male gaze. This could mean placing 
women in situations that requires  their femininity and 
sexuality to be used in order to gain informations or to 
be a better sleuth. This could mean wearing a bikini, 
flirting with men and trying to seduce men, etc. As a 
result, writing detective fiction stores with a feminist 
lens combats these misogynistic and sexist narratives 
present in the status quo. Having a feminist lens allows 
the show to address womens issues such as abortion, 
rape, breast cancer, and more. 



The Urgent Need to Feminism in Crime Dramas
Having a feminist lens within detective fiction is exigent as it allows for discussions within the 
greater culture to address issues that are often swept under the rug in mainstream detective 
narratives. Feminst stories brings issues such as abortion, rape, violence, sexual harrasment, and 
so much more into the public sphere. In doing so, it does exactly what disruptions of the 
mainstead should do: make people uncomfortable. A feminist lens allows for a critique of the 
establishment, and forces the narrative to be subversive and grapple with the real life implications 
of a white, heterosexist, misogynistic hegemonic society that we, as a populace, encounter in our 
quotidian lives. It is able to critique issues that are prevalent within the field of detective fiction, 
such as the sensationalization of murder, specifically the sensenationalization of the violent 
murder of women, and destabilize the insitutions that contribute to these power structures. It 
evaluates the way that masculinity operates within a patriarchal society and examines it as a 
threatening source of violence for women and other gender minorities. As a result, it is feminism 
within this field is able to do what the greater society is still not ready to do, which is validate the 
feelings and issues that women face. Whether or not feminism in detective fiction needs to operate 
within existing systems and try to fix it from the inside out or be a more disruptive and be in 
active opposition of the state may be a debate that is never solved. Regardless, getting the ball 
rolling on any story that includes this type of dialogue and narrative is important for addressing 
power dynamics in our society at large. 



Conclusion 



Final Thoughts
Throughout the course of the semester, we have been evaluating the power structures that 
underlie our quotidian experiences, and dissecting the assumptions imbedded within the status 
quo. If anything, I have learned the power that pop culture can have in being the instigator for 
greater political discourse and can potentially be the impetus for political change. Evenmore so, 
looking at everything with an intersection, feminist lens, highlights the importance of 
subversive stories that transcend the mainstream. Representation and validation, while not 
everything, is still important and helps people feel seen. 

A lot has changed over the years, media is markedly different even if we were to compare it to 
what was being produced ten years ago. And yet, there is still so much more progress we have 
the potential to make. I often think about the idea of impossible things, these ideas that once 
felt like an impossible thing, but eventually became tangible, like having stories that center 
around queer chracters once felt impossible. I think pop culture often is a place where 
impossible things can find a way to become reality. And I will be happily awaiting the days 
where newer, better, stronger stories are written. 

Thank you so much for a great semester, I have enjoyed reading, watching, discussing, and 
exploring London with you and all of my other peers. I appreciate everything you have taught 
us and everything you have done for us. :) 




